
 

October 2, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

       This week, our class finished the Apple Unit.  We had a wonderful virtual field trip with Kenna Anderson 

from the DuPage Farm Bureau on Wednesday.  She taught the class many fun new facts about apple farms, 

types of apples, pollination of the trees, grafting apple trees, and how apple juice and cider are made.   I was 

so proud of all of my students for the questions they answered, and the facts that they learned during our field 

trip!  Mrs. Anderson complimented our class on their apple knowledge and willingness to participate with her 

throughout the lesson!  She loved all of their thank you notes and was so happy to hear what they enjoyed 

learning about during the field trip. 

         In Language Arts this week, some of our students reviewed the two sets of Jolly Phonic sounds we have 

learned, and completed sound sorts to demonstrate their beginning sound knowledge. Some of our older 

students have been focusing on blending, segmenting, and substituting during phonics time, and completing 

word sorts by long and short vowel sounds. I continue to be amazed by the reading progress I am seeing from 

all of the students during their Guided Reading times each week!   I love hearing your children read, and their 

progress with retelling events, characters, main ideas, problems, and solutions in their stories is continuing to 

increase each week.  These are all goals on the report card, so I am happy to see all their progress already 

this year! 

 In Math this week, the students in Group 1 are working on learning how to write their numbers, match 

quantity to 0-6, and write basic number partner equations within 5.  The students in Group 2 are working on 

solving mystery number equations, counting on in addition equations, and balancing equations to show 

equations that equal the same numbers.  The students in Group 3 are working on identifying coins, adding 

coins together to equal the same amount as quarters, dimes, and nickels, and using distance tapes to solve 

“more and fewer” word problems.  Please continue to take a photo and upload your child’s daily exit ticket to 

Seesaw for a record of their work.  We only do four Math lessons a week, to allow students Friday and the 

weekend to catch up on any online Zearn lessons they need to finish. I check on their progress at the end of 

each week to make sure all students are progressing, and to see any areas they are struggling with so we can 

focus on it in lessons the following week.  I will email at the end of each week to let you know if your child 

needs to catch up on any lessons from the week.   Next week, all students will be taking the Math pre-test local 

assessment. Thank you for your continued support with logging your students in and helping them scroll 

through the pages.  I will be reading the questions and answers to the students, so all groups will complete 

their test live with me in a GoogleMeet like the Reading assessment this week.  I will contact all parents with a 

date and time for the assessment groups.   

 Thank you so much for stopping by Emerson this week to pick up your child’s supply backpack and 

math kit.  I hope these materials will help support your child’s learning for Math and word work activities.  If 

there are any supplies or materials that you feel would help your child at home, please let me know and I will 

do my best to supply it for you.  I am still waiting for some spelling and phonics cards to be printed, so more 

items will be coming to you soon. 

 I am super excited to have a special Virtual Field trip to the Fire Station coming up at the end of our Fire 

Prevention Unit!  I have been filming at the fire stations for the last few weeks, and it will soon be ready for our 

class.  I am also hoping to pick up some fun fire prevention gifts from the Wheaton Fire Department for our 

students next week.  The students will be learning lots of fire prevention information during our unit, including 

how to Stop, Drop, and Roll.  Your child will receive a special fire safety backpack from me next week when 

he/she demonstrates how to Stop Drop, and Roll.  I will arrange a special Fire Safety gift pick-up once their fire 

hats and stickers arrive at the fire department by the end of the week. 

Have a great weekend! 

Miss Jen Hottendorf 


